
Course title: AS/A2 English Literature 

Introduction: 

Studying English Literature at AS and A’ level is exciting, challenging and rewarding. You will 

learn through vibrant and inspiring class discussions in small groups. 

 The course will be delivered by two teachers which allows students to explore different 

perspectives and teaching approaches. 

As English Literature is so objective you will be required to prepare for lessons, consolidate your 

study with independent work outside lessons and to always be reading something outside of the 

set course list. 

AS and A2 level English Literature also affords opportunities for study trips and visits to the 

theatre to support and enhance your study. 

If you love reading, enjoy your GCSE English course and relish exploring and discussing how 

others view the world then A level English Literature is definitely for you. 

Suggested entry criteria 

In order to study English Literature at A Level it is recommended you achieve at least a grade 6 

at GCSE in English Literature. 

However, you may be considered on an individual basis if you achieved a grade 5. 

Course details 

Year 12 

Love Through the Ages 

The AS course, and Unit 1 of the A2 level course follow a thematic approach to Literature. The 

title of the Unit is ‘Love Through The Ages’. This means that students will study a range of texts 

from across time periods that explore themes connected to love. 

Four set texts will be studied: 

1.      One Shakespeare play – Othello; 

2.      One pre-1900 poetry anthology (a selection of 15 love poems provided by AQA); 

3.      Two prose texts - The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald and currently Rebecca by 

Daphne du Maurier. 



In addition, students will be required to read texts from a provided reading list.  Extracts will also 

be studied in preparation for the unseen elements of the examination. 

AS English Literature will be assessed in two final examinations at the end of the year (100% of 

AS level). 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and poetry. One passage based question on Othello and one question on 

a poem from the anthology. 

Paper 2: Prose. One question on unseen prose, one question comparing The Great Gatsby and 

the second text studied (currently Rebecca) 

Year 13 

Love Through The Ages 

Unit 1 of the A2 English Literature course assess students on what they have studied in AS 

English Literature. 

A level UNIT 1 will be assessed in a final examination at the end of the two years (40% of A 

level). 

Paper 1: Love Through the Ages. 

Section A: Shakespeare, one question on a passage and linking to the rest of the play. 

Section B: Unseen poetry, one question comparing two unseen poems. 

Section C: Comparing texts, one question linking poetry and prose. 

  

Texts in Shared Contexts 

Unit 2 of the A level focuses on a narrow time period: Modern Times: Literature 1945 to the 

Present Day. This means that students will study a range of texts from this specific time period 

and focus on themes such as personal and social identity and gender, class, race and ethnicity. 

At least three set texts will be studied: poetry, prose and drama. 

1.      Feminine Gospels by Carol Ann Duffy; 

2.      The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood; 

3.      A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams. 



In addition, students will read widely from a reading list which will contain texts such as: 

·         The Help by Kathryn Stockett 

·         Spies by Michael Frayn 

·         The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

·         Oranges are not The Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson 

·         One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey 

·         Our Country’s Good by Timberlake Wertenbaker 

·         All My Sons by Arthur Miller 

·         Cat on a Hot Tin Roof by Tennessee Williams 

  

A level Unit 2 will be assessed in a final examination at the end of the two years (40% of A’ 

level). 

Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts. 

Section A: One question on set poetry text. 

Section B: One question on an unseen prose extract, one question linking a prose text and a 

drama text. 

  

Independent Critical Study: Texts Across Time 

Unit 3 of the A’ level allows students to work independently towards a critical study of two texts. 

Students will study texts from a defined time period: The Victorian Era. Shorter texts and extracts 

will be studied in class to enable students to gain an insight into the salient themes of the period, 

and to allow them to practice the writing process required for an extended essay. Students will be 

given a reading list as a starting point, and expected to choose their own texts and area of 

interest for their independent critical study. Teachers will support, advise and guide students 

throughout their study. 

A level unit 3 is a non-exam assessed unit. It will comprise of a 2500 word extended essay and 

will be marked by teachers. (20% of A’ level) 

  



Additional learning 

English is such an open subject that allows young people to explore their own understanding of 

the world through literature, as well as allowing them to examine their own morals, values and 

ideologies. 

English compliments all subjects from History to Maths as it allows students to explore others’ 

ideas and perspectives which is a useful skill in all walks of life. 

Careers 

English is a subject that allows students to enter into a plethora of careers ranging from subject 

specific opportunities such as teaching, journalism and writing to opportunities outside of the 

subject such as recruitment, advertising, management and retail. 

 


