
Course title : AS/A2 History 

Introduction: 

A level history at Bourne End Academy provides something for all those who have an interest in 

history including military, political, social and economic history. Students will study a broad range 

of history spanning almost one thousand years and the history of nations and peoples across the 

world. Students will also develop skills such as critical thinking, writing a sustained line of 

argument and evaluating and cross referencing sources. History is a facilitating subject and is 

looked on with high regard by all British universities. 

Suggested entry criteria 

It is recommended that students wishing to undertake A level History have obtained a grade 5 in 

GCSE History and a grade 5 in GCSE English. 

However, students who have not studied History at GCSE may still apply but they must have at 

least a grade 5 in GCSE English. 

Course details 

The school follows the OCR course specification which is made up of four modules. Assessment 

for all these takes place in year 13.  Units 1, 2 and 3 are all assessed in exams at the end of 

Year 13. Unit 4 is coursework which will be written in Year 13. 

The breakdown of the course teaching is as follows: 

Year 12 

Unit 1: The Norman Conquest 1035-1107 – 25% of total course:  

A documents based paper on British History. Students will study possibly the most famous event 

in English history, the Norman Conquest, its causes and consequences and examine, using 

primary evidence, the levels of turmoil that the country experienced following William the 

Conqueror’s victory at Hastings. The documents paper develops analytical skills which require 

students to deploy their own knowledge to evaluate the utility and provenance of sources. 

2: International Relations 1890-1941 – An essay based paper on World History - 15% of 

total course: 

An essay based paper on world history. Students will study the origins of the First World War and 

the relationships between countries in the build up to the Second World War including 

Appeasement. The essay-based paper requires students to form well-balanced lines of argument 

and deploy historical knowledge to support them. 



Year 13 

3: Thematic study – English Church and Government 40% of total course: 

An essay based paper examining the political and ecclesiastical history of England in the Middle 

Ages from the Norman Conquest until Magna Carta. Students will be required to examine 

change, turning points and continuity from this unit spanning over a century. 

4: Coursework 

Independent investigation - 20% of total course: Students will select an investigation of their 

choice for their coursework based on Tudor England. This unit requires students to demonstrate 

excellent investigative skills to carry out their research and then deploy it to answer and evaluate 

their chosen question. 

Additional learning 

History complements a variety of other subjects but particularly English and the other humanities. 

Examples of cross curricular learning include literacy and writing skills, numeracy and problem 

solving. History blends well with the other humanities looking at map skills and religious ideas 

and beliefs and the way they shape people and nations. 

Careers 

History as a facilitating subject leaves doors open to many careers and academic pathways. 

Skills learnt such as critical thinking, essay writing and source evaluation lend themselves 

particularly well to careers in law, marketing, teaching, journalism and the civil service. 

 


