
Course title: AS/A2 Philosophy and Ethics 

Introduction 

A highly recognised subject for people who are looking for a strong academic discipline. Explore 

the great philosophical works from the past and present whilst developing high-level analytical 

and evaluative skills. Religion, Ethics and Philosophy is a subject for people who are not afraid to 

ask big questions and are interested in knowing what our deepest thinkers say about God, 

science and even the soul. From Descartes to Richard Dawkins, from Jesus, Buddha and Plato 

to Richard Swinburne and David Wilkinson we wrestle with making sense of the world we live in 

and argue about how to make the best decisions for all those we live and work alongside. Whilst 

taking Philosophy and Ethics at Bourne End Sixth Form you will have opportunities to work with 

many of the local faith groups. There is a variety of interesting visits on offer throughout the 

course of study. 

Suggested entry guidance 

English language GCSE grade C or above 

Course details 

Over the two year course you will study four units: 

Unit 1, philosophy of religion - Does God exist? What are the arguments for the existence 

of God? Do we have free will or are our lives already determined? If God does exist why 

is there so much suffering and evil in the world? Is there life after death? Do near death 

experiences prove there is life after death? Are there such things as miracles? 

Unit 2: ethics and religion - What is morality? What is the right thing to do? When does 

human life begin? Is achieving happiness for the greatest number of people the main aim 

of politics? Do you support always following the rules regardless of the outcome, or do 

you support making choices based on the consequences of those choices? Do animals 

have rights? Is love always good? Can abortion ever be justified? Should euthanasia be 

legal? Does a person have total freedom to do as he or she likes? 

Unit 3: A study of Christianity - What are the sources of God's wisdom and authority? Is 

God all powerful, all knowing and all good? Is there a heaven or hell? What is good 

conduct? What does it mean to be a Christian? Can a Christian be gay? Does 

Christianity accept science? 

Unit 4: The dialogue between philosophy, ethics and religion - How has religion 

influenced, and been influenced by, the philosophical and ethical issues studied? 

 



Additional Learning 

You will be expected to read extensively around the subject in addition to homework. 

Careers 

The course is an excellent step towards a higher education course in any reflective, analytical 

subject but is particularly relevant to a degree in philosophy or religious studies. Many students 

go on to the teaching and caring professions, although the unique range of thinking, evaluative 

and cross cultural skills developed are of use in any area of study, senior management or other 

employment, especially in medical, science or law for example. 

 


