
Course title: AS/A2 Sociology 

Introduction 

Have you ever thought that your gender affects how people treat you, and how you are expected 

to behave, or is social class more important?  Do you ever wonder how much of your behaviour 

is due to your environment and culture and how much you are born with?  You will consider 

these questions and relate to contemporary issues in society on the Sociology AS/A2 course. 

A2 Sociology offers students the opportunity to develop the essential knowledge and 

understanding of central aspects of sociological thought and methods. It is designed to 

encourage students to demonstrate the application of a range of skills and consider the 

integration of sociological themes: 

·         socialisation, culture and identity 

·         social differentiation, power and stratification. 

Suggested entry guidance 

English language GCSE grade 6 or above 

A humanities GCSE grade 6 and above 

Course details 

For AS you will study: 

·         Education: studying this topic includes theories of education, patterns of 

achievement and reasons for this 

·         Research methods: An introduction to different types of research including the 

opportunity to carry out your own mini-studies. 

·         Families and households: an overview of types of families and reasons for 

demographic changes in different societies over time. 

You will take 2 exams which will both be worth 50% of the AS qualification 

For the A2 you will study: 

·         Education: studying this topic includes theories of education, patterns of 

achievement and reasons for this.  



·         Culture and Identity: A study on types of culture, and influences of class, ethnicity, 

gender and sexuality on identity. 

·         Theory and methods: study different theories such as Marxism, Functionalism, 

Feminism and Social Action theories. 

·         Crime and Deviance: study issues of crime such as gender, ethnicity and types of 

crime. 

·         Mass Media: contemporary look at old and new media. 

You will take 3 exams each worth one third of the A-level 

Additional Learning 

You will be expected to read extensively around the subject in addition to homework. 

Careers 

Health careers such as nursing, journalism, social services, probation, teaching and lecturing, 

marketing, politics or researcher 

 


