
Course title: BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Health & Social Care 

Introduction 

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Certificate in Health and Social Care aims to provide an 

introduction to the sector. It is for learners who are interested in learning about the Health and 

Social Care sector as part of a balanced study programme.  

It is equivalent in size to 1 A Level. 

It provides a broad basis of study for the health and social care sector. This qualification is 

designed to support progression to higher education when taken as part of a programme of study 

that includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A Levels. The content of this qualification has 

been developed in consultation with academics to ensure that it includes the opportunity to 

develop the research, communication, presentation, decision-making and critical-thinking skills 

valued by higher education. In addition, employers have been involved and consulted in order to 

confirm that the content is appropriate and consistent with current practice for learners planning 

to enter employment directly in the legal sector. 

Suggested entry criteria 

A minimum of GCSE grade 5 in English and Science 

Course details 

There are 4 units of study: 3 are mandatory and 2 are externally assessed. Mandatory content 

(83%). External assessment (58%). 

The learning programme covers the following content areas: 

·         Human Lifespan Development 

·         Working in Health and Social Care 

·         Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs 

The optional units have been designed to support choices for further study, preferred interest or 

employment needs. They also support the mandatory unit content and link with relevant 

occupational areas: 

·         Sociological Perspectives 

·         Psychological Perspectives 

·         Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs 



·         Physiological Disorders and their Care 

Additional learning 

Students will be given a preparation booklet for the course and students will have the opportunity 

to go into their chosen Care Setting to gain primary source information needed to complete their 

studies and gain a useful insight to the world of work they may be considering. 

Careers 

The qualification carries UCAS points and if it is taken alongside other qualifications as part of a 

two year programme of learning then it is recognised by higher education providers as 

contributing to meeting admission requirements for many courses.  Roles include: 

The Police, Children’s Childcare services, Nursing, Social Work, Classroom Assistant, 

Paramedic, Health and Mental Health related roles, Paramedics, Primary teaching. 

 


