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TWITTER and FACEBOOK– We are delighted to announce 

that Bourne End Academy has relaunched our Twitter and 

Facebook feed to be able to support and develop our 

communication with parents, students and our wider 

community. Whilst this will take time to embed, we would 

encourage parents to follow us on Social Media. Bourne 

End Twitter account is BourneEndAcad.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Headteacher Message 
 

I am delighted to be able to write my Headteacher 

Message in this, our first Newsletter for Spring Term 

2. As I have previously highlighted, communication 

is a key to any schools’ success, so I hope that the 

information contained in this Newsletter and the 

information over the next few weeks, as we work, 

develop and embed this new initiative, will be 

appreciated and understood. I look forward to 

receiving parental thoughts and comments over the 

next few weeks. 
 

One important addition to even greater 

improvement in communication from Bourne End 

Academy is the relaunch of our school Twitter and 

Facebook accounts, details of which are contained 

in the newsletter. I would encourage parents who 

have access to Twitter/Facebook to follow our 

account, as we hope to be able to share important 

news, events we would like to celebrate and 

achievements of our students and our school, as 

quickly as Twitter (and other social media) allows. 

Your thoughts and comments are also invited 

regarding this. 
 

I would also like to highlight an additional 

opportunity for our Year 9 students taking place on 

the evening of Tuesday, 5th March. During an 

assembly on Wednesday, the Year 9 students were 

informed that, with the possible joining of students 

and staff from our local E-ACT secondary school, 

Burnham Park E-ACT Academy, we are delighted to 

announce that we are hoping to add BTEC 

Construction and GCSE French to the possible 

option choices for Year 9 students for September 

2019. The presentation on Tuesday is 

predominately to support Year 9 students and 

parents from Burnham Park. However, should any 

Year 9 students from Bourne End have an interest in 

taking GCSE French or Construction, we would 

encourage attendance on Tuesday night. The 

evening will start at 6:00 pm with the presentation 

Mr Jaumbocus shared with our parents and 

students at our Option Evening followed by an 

opportunity to speak to the new staff regarding the 

two additional courses. We look forward to 

welcoming any interested Year 9 students and 

parents on Tuesday night. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Ryan Williams 
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Message from Buckinghamshire County Council Transport 

Recently we have been asked by parents and establishments about 

alerting them to delays with the Home to School transport. At the 

beginning of the school year, or when students are put on transport 

a letter is sent to the parents advising them of the bus alert website.  

Please see the link below, which is a great tool for not only the 

parents, but for establishments to be aware of delays on the bus 

service. 

https://closures.buckscc.gov.uk/TransportTrouble.aspx 

Message from Bourne End Academy: in addition to the above 

information from Buckinghamshire County Council, it is a useful and 

timely reminder to parents of the need to be careful when dropping 

off and picking students up from the around the school. Local 

residents and members of the community have raised concerns 

about cars being parked blocking driveways, public pathways and 

roadside verges as well as parking directly opposite the bus drop off 

points. Parental understanding and support is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 

 

Upcoming Events 
Tuesday, 5th March –   Year 8 Trip to BalletBoyz  
Thursday, 7th March  - Year 8 Parent/Subject Evening 
                                       World Book Day 
Friday, 8th March –      Year 13 Trip to Canterbury Cathedral  
                                       Dance Trip to Move It Exhibition  

https://closures.buckscc.gov.uk/TransportTrouble.aspx


 
 

 
 
 
 
Key Stage 3 ‘First Steps’ Careers Day 
 
BEA is holding our inaugural ‘First Steps’ Careers Day for Years 7, 8 and 9 on Tuesday, 26th March. We will 
be welcoming in employers and higher education providers and introducing students to the world of 
work. We believe helping students to develop their future goals motivates them to engage in their 
learning, reach their full potential and aspire to be the very best that they can be - our core school values. 
Each Year group will have a different focus: 
 

 Year 7 Meet the Employers: each class will have the opportunity to hear from at least two 
employers from very different industry sectors about their career journeys – why they chose their 
particular profession, what subjects they studied, what their day-to-day job is like and how 
students can follow in their footsteps.  

 

 Year 8 STEM Career Showcase: each class will hear from two professionals from the exciting world 
of science, technology, engineering and maths. We’ll challenge stereotypes about just who can 
follow a career in STEM, and reveal opportunities within this growing industry sector.  

 

 [Year 9 Enterprise/HE TO BE FINALISED] 
 
We are also planning a Futures Week for Years 7 to 10 in the summer term, with all teachers discussing 
careers related to their subject areas in classes throughout the week and bringing in employers from 
companies across Buckinghamshire into lessons. Senior level employers will also be lending their 
expertise to carry out mock interviews with our Year 10s during Futures Week, allowing them to practice 
their communication skills before the real thing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We are sure that many parents have recently seen and heard news reports regarding the "Momo Challenge", an 
alleged form of cyberbullying that spreads through social media and mobile phones. An image of ‘Momo’ that may 
disturb some children has been widely circulated. After phone users are enticed to contact a user named "Momo", 
there are reports that they receive graphic threats from the user and are instructed to perform a series of 
dangerous tasks. This has been widely publicised in the news recently, and, as a school, we would like to remind 
and encourage parents and carers to be vigilant to this and other online threats. 
Following these concerns at the start of the week, it is now being reported that many of the incidents related to 
this are a ‘hoax’. However, the media hype has meant that schools have become aware of some children being 
scared by news stories related to this challenge and have attached some information for parents to be aware.   
An article from the Guardian which explains that the NSPCC & the UK Safer Internet Centre believe that the 
challenge is a hoax and that there have been no confirmed appearances of the video on YouTube or WhatsApp, 
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/feb/28/viral-momo-challenge-is-a-malicioushoax-say-charities. A 
similar article can be found on the BBC website at https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-47393510.  
As a school where Safeguarding of all students is so clearly of paramount importance, whether the challenge is true 
or a hoax, this is a useful opportunity to remind our parent and student body of the importance of e-safety and 
how children’s internet access is monitored. 
We would ask that parents’ take this opportunity to review how you monitor your child’s online activity, as it is vital 
that children know how to respond should they encounter anything worrying or dangerous online. 

CAREERS EDUCATION 

E SAFETY 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/feb/28/viral-momo-challenge-is-a-malicioushoax-say-charities
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-47393510


 

 

What is the Momo challenge? 

The “Momo challenge” is hitting the headlines, and media reports are causing concerns for parents. This is what 

parents need to know, and what you can do to protect your child. 

Momo is a creepy doll-like figure which is said to appear in social media, videos and games online, encouraging 

children to add a contact on WhatsApp. It then sends them violent images and dangerous dares. Media reports 

have linked the Momo challenge to self-harm and suicide. However, there are relatively few reports of children 

having participated in the challenge, and it’s unclear the extent of the concern. What’s clear is that a lot of people 

are worried about it, but instances of harm seem very rare.  

Protecting your child  

Setting age-appropriate boundaries is important. Younger children should not be using social networking and chat 

apps at all, and should be supervised when watching videos on sites like YouTube. With older children, it may be 

appropriate for them to use social media and WhatsApp to talk to their friends, although their networks should be 

private and they should avoid talking to people they don’t know. Children of any age should be very cautious about 

adding anyone they don't know to their networks. 

 

Have open conversations about online safety, and let your child know they can come to you if they see anything 

that upsets or worries them. Read Protecting Your Child Online page for more advice about exploring online safety 

with your child.  

 

Report any Momo-related content to the platform (e.g. YouTube, Instagram). 

 

Teach your child what it means to be assertive and explore saying no to doing things they don't want to do - 

whether face to face or online. 

 

Overall, be calm and reassuring. Momo may be frightening to children, in particular younger children. Memes like 

the Momo challenge draw their power from fear, so make sure your children see that you’re not scared of Momo, 

and it’s a problem you can solve together.  

Share this information 

Please share this information with your contacts on email and social media. It's important that all parents are 

aware of the issue. This information is also available on our website; please share the link. 

 

 

https://kidscape.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86dbe1774be2c523067d6c40b&id=3bd7f035f3&e=804f5301b1


 

TERACY NEWS 

 
 

We have recently launched a Literacy Activity within our Form Time for students in Year 7 to 10.  
The following demonstrates the information shared with students which encourages dialogue and development of 

higher level vocabulary use. 

 
 

     
                                                                                          
 
 

        
 
 

Exam Invigilators Wanted 

 

Do you know someone that would like the flexibility to work then bask in the knowledge that they will 

have the long summer free? 

 

The summer exams commence Monday, 13th May and the last exam is Wednesday, 26th June.  Full training 

provided, job description is available and can be emailed directly to anyone who is interested.  Become part 

of our team for a busy season of both internal and external examinations. 

 

Application deadline Thursday, 7th March. 

 

For further information please do not hesitate to contact Caitlin Comley – Examinations Manager 

caitlin.comley@e-act.org.uk  

 

 
 
                                                                                              

LITERACY NEWS 

mailto:caitlin.comley@e-act.org.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Performance Reviews 
The Revengers  

On the 11th and 12th December 2018, the cast of the Revengers put on two magnificent shows, which 
incorporated multiple compelling plays of Shakespeare into one spellbinding tragedy. The inspirational Mr 
Meadows, who produced and directed the play, said he “thoroughly enjoyed working with such a 
tremendous cast.”  

Lexi Bennett, year 11 said, “I really enjoyed working with such a creative director and cast. Playing Witch 
1 was really fun and enjoyable as I got to play around with being such an evil character. The lines were 
fairly easy to pick up and the costumes along with set design were incredible.”  

Lucy Atkins commented, “Playing Anne Hathaway was most enjoyable as I got to work alongside a great 
cast. Mr Meadows was a great director and producer, too, and I really enjoyed working with him on this.”  

Dr Lockley was a huge help with the singing and vocal warm ups and was great fun to work with, as well 
as Miss Arnold who supported us in warming up and preparing to act.  

A huge thank you to everyone who supported, whether behind the scenes or by coming to watch!   

We cannot wait to see what we get to have fun creating next! 

Lexi Bennet, Lucy Atkins, Ryan Isaac Year 11 
 

 

Macbeth Workshop 

On Monday 25th January, Box Clever Theatre Company visited Bourne End Academy with their performance of 
Macbeth, followed by a short workshop. 
 
Year 11 and Year 10 drama students attended the event, organised to coincide with the February mock exams. This 
production reminded them of the key scenes, quotations and context of the play as seeing the play performed is 
how Shakespeare intended it to be! 

Mrs S Southern 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT NEWS 



 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 

On January 23rd, year 10 and 11 students took a trip to the West End, London, to watch ‘The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-time’. 

The play, created by Mark Haddon, was published simultaneously by Jonathan Cape and David Fickling in 2003. It 
tells the story of Christopher Boone, a 15-year-old boy who, after the vicious killing of his neighbour’s dog, embarks 
on an investigation. 

The use of physical theatre and dance sequences break the audience out of moments of emotional balance and 
leave little room for sympathetic connection with the characters on stage, this doesn’t ruin the production (it 
makes it better to understand Christopher’s point of view on the world). 

We, as a school, really enjoyed it. We thought Christopher’s story was taught through the many and well used 
physical theatre parts and the way the script was worded. The lighting always corresponded with the mood and 
totally wowed us.  

Overall, it was an amazing night and I’m sure everyone would love to go again (if they had the opportunity).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Macbeth Theatre Trip   

On Friday 8th February, students from years 8,9,10 and 11 went of a trip to the Wilde Theatre in Bracknell ‘there to 
meet with Macbeth’. This was not a performance for the faint hearted.   

The start of the trip was a slow, with late comers arriving 1 minute later than 
expected. Miss Touhey was not pleased. All she wanted to do was relax and enjoy 
the show, after a long working week!   

The underlying tension in the atmosphere was created with pitch black darkness 
around the theatre (even Nyle got scared!). The imminent anticipation of the 
witches arrival created suspense for all those overlooking the stage. BEA was 
scattered around the stalls on lower levels. We felt like King Duncan; comfy and 
relaxed in our seats until the duplicitous character of Macbeth struck him in the 
heart in a painful death.   

What we really thought was impressive was the interpretation of Macbeth and Lady 
Macbeths son, who was portrayed as a ghost which both of them could see. This 
was the symbolic representation of the climatic downfall.   



There was some tears in the theatre as the children of Lady 
Macduff were slaughtered in a brutal death, which left some 
gasping in an expression of disbelief (if they had read the play, 
they would know what was coming up).   

Amanda, Year 11 said “Watching Macbeth as a live performance, 
was an experience. It has really helped me a lot more of the play, 
as you could see the characters emotions and how they felt 
towards the actions in the play.”   

It has definitely assisted the students understanding of the text.  
We would like to thank Miss Touhey for arranging this successful 
trip!    

Ryan Isaac and Lexi Bennett, Year 11   

 

 
 

WE ARE BOURNE END ACADEMY  

WE CARE 

 

Charity News 

 

 

 

Further information and news regarding Red Nose 2019 

will follow next week 

 


