
 

 

Ready for GCSE 

Year 9 Options 
 

  

Welcome to the GCSE years, the next exciting stage in your educational career 

and the first opportunity that many of you will have had to choose which subjects 

you want to study. This booklet is designed to help you understand the next two 

years, sometimes referred to as Key Stage 4 (KS4). GCSEs are a natural 

progression from Year 9 and as such should be exciting, time to really focus on 

deepening your knowledge and explore subjects you are passionate about. 



 

Introduction 

This term you will be making your choices for GCSE. At this stage, the curriculum will still be 

broad, so that you can continue to extend your knowledge and skills in a central core of subjects 

while beginning to make choices in other areas, based on your own abilities and preferences. 

This curriculum will ensure that as many opportunities as possible remain open to you, both 

for further study, at school and in higher education, and for your future career. The GCSE 

curriculum at Bourne End Academy combines a core of compulsory subjects – English 

Language and English Literature, Mathematics, Combined Science and a Humanities subject 

(History or Geography) – with two option choices. You will cover up to a total of 8 GCSE/BTEC 

subjects, and it is important that your workload is manageable to allow you to continue to 

pursue other interests. It is important that you keep as many options open as possible, and you 

should bear the A Level curriculum in mind, which encourages breadth, and from which you 

will be choosing 4 subjects. You should not be too quick to see yourself as a ‘scientist’ or a 

‘humanities’ student, as combinations of these subjects will be encouraged right up to A Level. 

Universities will be looking for students with breadth, as well as depth, in their choice of 

subjects.  

The process 

The diagram below shows the steps involved for pupils to decide on their option subjects. The 

process is designed to ensure pupils and parents have the necessary time and guidance to help 

them make the best choices. The final choices may still be changed with good reason prior to 

starting or soon after starting in Y10. However, there will be no flexibility regarding the timing 

of the lessons at that stage. 

 

 

    

 Students need to embed mature 

attitudes and commitment towards 

their new GCSE courses, in order to 

achieve outstanding grades. 
Mr Bowden (Head of Year 10 and 11) 

  

Assembly 
Programme

Options 
Evening

Yr 9 
Assessment 

Week

Meeting with 
Tutor

Meeting with 
Head of 

Year/Assistent 
Headteacher

Parents 
Evening

Options 
confirmed

” 

“ 



Making the right choices 

This booklet contains information for each GCSE and BTEC, covering the basic outline of the course, 

the type of coursework expected (in some subjects) and the method of assessment.  It is written to 

guide you through your choices and assist you in making the best decisions. 

You should discuss these decisions with your parents/carers, Form Tutor, other staff in the relevant 

subject areas and visit the stands that interest you on Options Evening. 

You will have time to discuss preferences with your Form Tutor, a member of the Senior Leadership 

Team or your Head of Year.  

The following core subjects are compulsory to all students: 

 GCSE English Language and English Literature  

 GCSE Mathematics 

 GCSE Science – Combined Science (or Triple Science where suitable) 

 GCSE History or GCSE Geography 

 

You will then choose your preferences for two other subjects to study. 

At Bourne End Academy we offer a deep and rich curriculum that aims to meet the individual needs                    

of each and every student, ensuring they make the exceptional progress we know they are capable of.  

With this in mind the majority of students are expected to study Spanish and either Geography or  

History, to maximize options post GCSEs. These subjects form part of the English Baccalaureate 

qualification, which is highly regarded by prospective employers, colleges and universities alike. 

STUDENTS 

Please DO:  

 Think carefully about why you like a subject. 

 Think what are your own skills and abilities. 

 What do you want to do after Year 11 and in the future? 

 Talk to people – your family, your teachers, Year 10 students on the courses that interest you. 

Please DO NOT: 

 Choose a subject because you think it is easy; you must find out about the course content. 

 Choose a subject because your friend is doing; it must appeal to you and you need to achieve               

in it. 

 Choose a subject because you like the teacher; you can never guarantee you will have that               

teacher.   

 



Mathematics 

Mathematics is a universal language and essential to understanding the 

world around us. We use it daily, whether we realise it or not, in both our 

personal life and at work. By studying mathematics, students gain an 

essential life skill which they will take with them as they progress through 

their academic studies and then in later life. Mathematics develops 

students’ key skills in numeracy, mathematical reasoning and 

independence in handling and quantifying information thus allowing them 

to think through a wide range of real life situations.     

Course content 

► In Years 10 and 11 students follow the Edexcel GCSE Mathematics 

Linear Specification. Students are set according to ability and the 

progress made in KS3.  

► Each half term students sit an assessment paper which is carefully 

analysed by the department to ensure that all students are on track 

and that any necessary intervention strategies are put in place.  

► Students will build on a strong foundation from Years 7,8 and 9 in 

the 6 main topic areas: 1 Number 2 Algebra 3 Ratio, proportion and 

rates of change 4 Geometry and measures 5 Probability 6 Statistics  

Further studies and career progression 

A pass in GCSE mathematics is still the benchmark for accessing many 

routes into higher education. It allows students to go on and study a wide 

range of subjects university and is applicable to many different career 

paths. Options of degree courses which our students have gone on to 

study include mathematics, sciences, medicine, accounting and finance, 

business and economics. Graduate employers see Maths as a vital skill 

especially for careers in the business, accounting and finance sector.  

Enrichment activities 

Outside of the classroom there are many opportunities for students to 

further develop their curiosity about Maths and apply their mathematical 

skills. Each year a large number of our students take part in the Junior, 

Intermediate and Senior UKMT Mathematics Challenges. 

 

 

 

Exam Board: 

Edexcel  

33.3% Paper 1  

(1 hr 30 mins non-

calculator),  

33.3% Paper 2  

(1 hr 30 mins 

calculator),    

33.3% Paper 3  

(1 hr 30 mins 

calculator)     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English Language 

The study of English enables students to access the curriculum across the 

school, and also prepares them for the social, cultural and emotional 

demands of the 21st century. Through the study of language, 

students learn to explore the way our language represents us and how we 

can use it to shape experiences.  

Course content 

All texts studied are of high-quality, challenging texts from the 19th - 

21st centuries and represent a range of types and genres from the periods. 

All texts in the examination will be ‘unseen’, therefore students will have 

studied very similar pieces in lessons as preparation, but the actual 

sources in the exam are unknown.   

The following skills developed:  

Reading  

► Critical reading and comprehension: exploring a text in detail.  

► Summary and synthesis: summarising themes and ideas from texts 

► Evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, form, grammatical and 

structural features.  

► Comparing texts.  

Writing  

► Producing clear and coherent texts for different purposes and 

audiences: including to describe, narrate, explain, instruct and argue.  

► Writing for impact: including both fiction and non-fiction, using 

appropriate vocabulary and devices to engage.  

Spoken language (assessed in lessons; no weighting to GCSE grade) 

Presenting information and ideas  

► Responding to spoken language   

► Using spoken standard English   

 Enrichment activities 

Students have the opportunity to experience live performances at 

Shakespeare’s Globe theatre and other theatres. School visits from authors 

also provide the students with the opportunity to be involved in 

workshops and take part in competitions related to creative writing. Visits 

to the school also include theatre companies delivering performances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board: 

AQA 

50% Paper 1  

‘Explorations in Creative 

Reading and Writing’ 

(fiction)  
  

50% Paper 2  

‘Writers’ Viewpoints and 

Perspectives’ (non-fiction)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English Literature 

Through the study of literature, students gain insight into the experiences 

of others from across different cultures and times. We aim to provide 

students with a wealth of different text types, from canonical literary 

texts, to examples of spoken English and media texts. This range enables 

students to become critical readers and thinkers, with an appreciation for 

the way language is manipulated in the modern world.  

Course content 

The texts studied on the literature course are of high quality, intellectually 

challenging and substantial whole texts.   

They include:  

► A play by Shakespeare – ‘Macbeth’  

► A 19th Century novel – ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ – Robert Louis 

Stevenson.  

► Power and Conflict poetry from the late 18th Century to the 

21st Century.  

► A Modern play from 1914 onwards – ‘An Inspector Calls’ – J.B. 

Priestley.  

► Unseen poetry  

  

Reading  

► Literal and inferential comprehension: exploring plot and character and 

inferring meaning.  

► Critical reading: exploring different responses to a text and considering the 

impact of writers’ social and historical contexts.  

► Evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, form, grammatical and 

structural features: using appropriate terminology to analyse writers’ 

techniques.  

► Comparing texts.  

 

Writing  

► Producing clear and coherent writing:  effectively analysing and evaluates 

literature, putting forward a point of view    

► Accurate Standard English: using accurate spelling, punctuation and 

grammar.   

Further Studies and Career Progression   

Students that study English can look forward to a variety of possible 

career pathways such as law, politics, teaching, journalism and 

advertising  to name but a few.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board: 

AQA 

40% Paper 1  

‘Shakespeare and the 19th 

century novel’  

60% Paper 2  

‘Modern texts and poetry’ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science  

Science is crucial to everyday life; knowledge of biology allows us to make decisions about our 

lifestyle; what we eat and drink along with helping us to understand how our body moves and 

interacts with the world around us. Due to our understanding of atoms and chemical 

reactions, chemistry enables us to design and make many different materials and products; make-

up, paints, catalysts and medicines are just some of the everyday items that have 

been developed through chemical research. Physics equips us with the ability to explore and 

explain phenomena that would otherwise be a mystery; motion, forces, particles, matter and space 

exploration, everything can be explained by physics. It is fundamental that our 

young people appreciate the world that they live in and understand the positive impact they can 

have on it and society through the study of science!  

Course content 

All students will take a science course equivalent to at least 2 GCSEs. Pupils will either be entered 

for Combined Trilogy where pupils will receive 2 GCSEs or Separate sciences (triple science) where 

students will achieve 3 GCSEs – Biology, Chemistry & Physics.  

Exam Board: AQA Combined Science Trilogy 

Students taking Combined Science Trilogy will achieve two GCSEs. There are six equally weighted 

linear exam papers; two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess 

knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. All exams will last for one hour fifteen 

minutes.    

Exam Board: AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics Qualifications 

Students taking triple science will achieve three individual GCSEs; one in biology, one in chemistry 

and one in physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic 

areas. All exams will last for one hour fortyfive minutes.  

Brief outline of the topics taught: 

Biology: Cell biology; organisation; infection and response; bioenergetics; homeostasis and response; 

inheritance, variation and evolution; ecology.   

Chemistry: Atomic structure and the periodic table; bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; 

quantitative chemistry; chemical changes; energy changes; the rate and extent of chemical change; 

organic chemistry; chemical analysis; chemistry of the atmosphere; using resources.   

Physics: Energy; electricity; particle model of matter; atomic structure; forces; waves; magnetism 

and electromagnetism.    

Further Studies and Career Progression   

Students who have follow one of these courses will be equipped with the skills necessary to be 

successful in whatever their chosen career may be. Studying sciences at A level allows pupils to 

progress to study Sciences, Environmental Management, and Agriculture, Medicine, Veterinary 

Science and Pharmacy. However, students can also progress to study Maths, Law and other arts-

based subjects.  

 



 

 

 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

100% exam 

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic 

environment (30%) 

Paper 2: Period study and British 

depth study (40%) 

Paper 3: Modern depth study (30%) 

 

History 

GCSE History builds on the techniques learnt at Key Stage 3. This GCSE will 

equip students with essential skills and prepare them for further study.  

Students who complete the GCSE course will have the experience to progress 

onto A-level and beyond.  

 Warfare and British society, c1250–present 

 London and the Second World War, 1939–45.  

 Super power relations and the cold war, 1941-91 and Anglo Saxon and 

Norman England, 1060-88 

 The USA, 1954-75: conflict at home and abroad 

Further Studies and Career Progression   

A qualification in History can be very helpful in future career opportunities. 

Some examples are: Archaeologist, Lawyer or Teacher 

Geography 

GCSE Geography is a qualification that will provide key evaluative and 

analytical skills that are needed for higher education and employment. This 

exciting GCSE is based on a balanced framework of human and physical 

Geography. It enables students to investigate the correlation between the two 

themes, and examine the battles between the man-made and natural worlds. 

Students who complete the GCSE course will have the skills and experience 

to progress onto A-level and beyond.  

Fieldwork opportunities. 

All Geography students complete two days of GCSE field work. The field 

work involves studying rivers (physical Geography) and social inequality 

(human Geography). Students also have specialised tutorials at Amersham 

Field centre during the fieldwork days. 

Further Studies and Career Progression  

A qualification in Geography can be very helpful in future career 

opportunities. Some examples are: 

Teacher, Demographer, Marketer, Information scientist or Cartographer 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board:AQA  

100% exam 

Paper 1: Living with the 

physical environment (35%) 

1) The challenge of natural 

hazards 

2) The living world 

3) Physical landscapes in the 

UK 

Paper 2: Challenges in the 

human environment (35%) 

1)  Urban issues and 

challenges 

2) The changing economic 

world  

3) The challenge of resource 

management 

Paper 3: Geographical 

applications (30%)  

1) Fieldwork 

2) Geographical skills 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#id-Section_A_The_challenge_of_natural_hazards_1_1_1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#id-Section_A_The_challenge_of_natural_hazards_1_1_1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#id-Section_C_The_living_world_1_1_3
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#1_1_2
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#1_1_2
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/challenges-in-the-human-environment#id-Section_A_Urban_issues_and_challenges_1_2_1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/challenges-in-the-human-environment#id-Section_A_Urban_issues_and_challenges_1_2_1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/challenges-in-the-human-environment#id-Section_B_The_changing_economic_world_1_2_2
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/challenges-in-the-human-environment#id-Section_B_The_changing_economic_world_1_2_2
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/challenges-in-the-human-environment#id-Section_C_The_challenge_of_resource_management_1_2_3
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/challenges-in-the-human-environment#id-Section_C_The_challenge_of_resource_management_1_2_3
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/geographical-applications#id-Section_B_Fieldwork_1_3_2
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/geographical-skills


Computer Science 

Computer Science is important in today’s modern world with computers being used 

in many aspects of our lives. It is vital to equip our pupils with the knowledge and 

skills they will need in Computer Science to give them a competitive edge. 

Course content 

Exam board: OCR 9-1 GCSE Computer Science 

Assessment: Students will sit two exams of 1 hour 30 minutes each, both papers 

are worth 50% of the final mark. 

Students of the Computer Science GCSE will:  

► Develop their understanding and application of the core concepts in 

computer science such as data representation and networks. 

► Analyse problems in computational terms and devise creative solutions by 

designing, writing, testing and evaluating programs. 

Theme 1:  computer systems 

Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and 

storage, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and 

system software. It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns 

associated with computer science. 

Theme 2:  computational thinking, algorithms and programming 

Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. They 

develop skills and understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, 

programming techniques, producing robust programs, computational logic, 

translators and data representation.  

Further Studies and Career Progression   

GCSE Computer Science is a pathway to do both A- Level Computer Science and a 

degree in Computer Science. A Computer Science degree can offer a wide variety of 

careers in Computing, Business and Science. Examples of these careers are 

Programmer, Web Developer, Hardware Engineer, Project Manager, IT Security, IT 

Support, Database Manager and Data Warehousing. 

 

 



Construction 

This two year course focuses on three large units and includes practical construction skills, 

and adding value to the built environment. The purpose of this unit is for learners to 

recommend how the value of the built environment can be improved. 

Course content 

Exam Board: WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in 

Constructing the Built Environment     

WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Constructing the Built Environment offers a 

learning experience that focuses learning for 14-16 year olds through applied 

learning, i.e. acquiring and applying knowledge, skills and understanding through 

purposeful tasks set in sector or subject contexts that have many of the 

characteristics of real work.  

The qualification is assessed continually throughout the two years. There are 3 

assignments in total, two of which are internally assessed, one unit which is completed 

in a controlled environment through an exam paper. 

Unit 1 Safety and security in construction.  

Construction activities take place in many different contexts. Through this unit, 

learners will gain the knowledge and understanding to be able to plan how to 

minimise risk to their own and others health and safety in different contexts.  

Unit 2 Developing Construction Projects  

Through this unit learners will be able to interpret technical information to plan the 

refurbishment of a building, taking account of health and safety issues. They will use 

appropriate skills and techniques to carry out the refurbishment.  

Unit 3 Planning construction projects.  

Through this synoptic unit, learners will use learning from the development of 

practical skills and health and safety requirements of construction processes and 

gain the knowledge and understanding needed to plan straightforward built 

environment development projects.  

Further Studies and Career Progression    

This Award will prepare you for employment in your chosen career such as a 

Bricklayer, Plumber, Carpenter, Architect, Civil engineer, Structural engineer etc., 



Business 

Course content 

GCSE Business 

Exam board: Pearson (Edexcel) 9-1 GCSE Business 

Students will sit two exams of 1 hour 30 minutes each both paper are worth 50% of 

the final marks  

Students of the Business GCSE will:   

Actively engage in the study of business to develop as effective and independent 

students and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds  

Develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary 

issues in a range of local, national and global contexts  

Appreciate the range of perspectives of different business stakeholders   

Consider the extent to which business activity can be ethical and sustainable  

Theme 1: Investigating small business   

● Enterprise and entrepreneurship  

● Spotting a business opportunity  

● Putting a business idea into practice  

● Making the business effective  

● Understanding external influences 

on business  

Theme 2: Building a business   

● Growing the business  

● Making marketing decisions  

● Making operational decisions  

● Making financial decisions  

● Making human resource decisions  

 

 

 

 

 



Business 

Course content 

BTEC Business 

Exam Board: Edexcel BTEC LEVEL 1 / 2 Technical Award 

in ENTERPRISE  

Students of the BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Enterprise will:   

Actively engage in the study of business to develop as effective and independent 

students and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds.   

Investigate a range of small local enterprises. Independent research is a critical part 

of successfully achieving a good grade in this qualification.   

Develop and apply their knowledge and understanding, of contemporary business 

issues to a range of local and national concepts.    

Set up and “run” their own mini enterprise  

The course consists of three components (units):  

Component 1 - Coursework (30%): Exploring Enterprises, which is a compulsory 

coursework unit. This focuses on:  

Exploring the characteristics of enterprises   

Understanding how market research helps an enterprise understand the needs of 

their customers   

Understand the factors that contribute to the success of an enterprise   

Component 2 - Coursework (30%): Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise activity 

which is a compulsory coursework unit. This focuses on pupils’ ability to plan, 

research and present their business idea.   

Component 3 – Exam sat in year 10 (40%): Promotion and Finance for Enterprise, a 

compulsory exam unit, focusing on pupils ability to use financial and promotion 

information in order to help make recommendations to an enterprise and improve 

their performance.  

  

 



Fine Art 

Our aim is to help all students ENJOY ART; to develop their creative potential to the 

full; create FANTASTIC ART WORK; to UNDERSTAND OTHER ARTISTS and 

develop an appreciation of the AMAZING VISUAL WORLD around them.  

Fine Art is an adventurous approach to Art and one where you will be developing the 

skills to be expressive. You will explore past and contemporary Art and be able to 

produce a personal response embracing a range of ideas.  

Course content 

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel, Coursework and Externally 

Set Assignment.  

Through the success of our KS3 curriculum, Art GCSE is a very popular choice for 

students. The students are able to take the opportunity to delve deeper into the 

subject and develop themselves as young artists. The core aims are to build upon 

vital foundation skills, but also to develop a mature, individual and independent 

approach to learning that enables them to confidently develop the focus of their own 

work. The course includes a significant element of contextual research and analysis 

with the intention of building the confidence of students to interact and respond to 

many aspects of visual culture.   

There is no formal requirement that you should have studied Art and Design before, 

but if you are interested in art, craft or design and if you have an aptitude for the 

subject –– you may have the basic skills to succeed.  

Unit 1 – Coursework (60%): The Natural World  

Unit 2 – Externally Set Assignment (40%)  

► 20 hours preparation in sketchbooks  

► 10 hours controlled exam in May of Year 11 to create a final piece.   

Further Studies and Career Progression   

To further enhance their course, students are encouraged to regularly visit art 

galleries and exhibitions. Students should show a keen interest to utilise the 

department after school and during lunchtimes. On completion of the course, 

students are also well prepared for entry onto a Foundation Art course before 

embarking on a University Degree.  



Food Preparation & Nutrition 

Food Preparation and Nutrition equips learners with the knowledge, understanding 

and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and 

healthy eating. It encourages learners to cook, enables them to make informed 

decisions about food and nutrition and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to 

be able to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in 

life.   

Course content 

Exam Board: WJEC EDUQAS  

This is a two year course consisting of 50% coursework and a final exam at the end 

of Year 11 which is also worth 50%.  

► In year 10 students develop the core practical skills which underpin the entire 

course.  

► In year 11 students complete both NEA coursework tasks.  

NEA 1 – Coursework task worth 15% - completed in Year 11   

NEA 2 – Coursework task 2 worth 35% - completed in Year 11  

External Exam – worth 50% - completed in Summer term of Year 11  

Enrichment Activities  

Outside of the classroom students have the opportunity to develop their skills by 

attending after school coursework or practical sessions each Thursday. We also run 

trips to The Good Food Show at the NEC in Birmingham and to Cadbury World to 

demonstrate food production within an industrial setting.   

Further Studies and Career Progression   

Hospitality and Catering college courses at both Langley and Henley have proved 

very popular for students with a desire to pursue a career in the food industry. 

These courses open many doors to career progression in this field and jobs within 

the Hospitality and catering sector can open doors all over the World. Students may 

also wish to take up A-Level Food Preparation and Nutrition at college or 6th form 

which can open doors to a career in the food industry, as an Environmental Health 

Officer or even into teacher training.   



Graphic Communication 

Graphic Communication introduces students to a visual way of conveying 

information, ideas and emotions, using a range of graphic media, processes, 

techniques and elements such as colour, icons, images, typography and 

photographs.    

Course content 

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel, Coursework and Externally 

Set Assignment.  

DEVELOP ideas through researching other artists, photographers and designers.  

EXPERIMENT with varied media and techniques.  

RECORD observations and ideas using quality visual language. For example, rich 

tonal contrast, strong composition, interesting subject matter.  

REALISE intentions by producing high quality outcomes.  

Unit 1 – Coursework (60%)  

► Game Cover Design  

► Packaging  

Unit 2 – Exam (40%)  

► 20 hours preparation in portfolios.  

► 10 hours controlled exam in May of Year 11 to create a final piece.   

Further Studies and Career Progression   

To further enhance their course, students are encouraged to regularly visit art 

galleries and graphic design studios/advertising companies. Students will also be 

provided with a suggested reading list. Students should show a keen interest to 

utilise the department after school and during lunchtimes.  

This course is a building block for many careers including;  

Art Director.  

Creative Director.  

Drafter (Architecture and 

Engineering)  

Film and Video Editor.  

Graphic Designer.  

Industrial/Product Designer.  

Marketing Manager.  

Multimedia Artist/Animator.  

Fashion Designer  



Health and Social Care 

Health & Social Care is a qualification which will provide the knowledge, 

understanding and competency needed when considering entering employment in 

these sectors. You will gain grounding in the essential skills and broad fundamentals 

crucial to the health, social and education aspects of study, as well as giving insight 

into life around you as you develop. It enables students to build on these skills by 

entering Level 3 qualifications in the sixth form, or being prepared to enter into your 

first job with training. Students will develop good communication, problem solving, 

practical and interpersonal skills and attributes during the course.  

At Key Stage 4, the course is a level 2 qualification graded at Pass, Merit, Distinction, 

however, we recognise that a few students may find it a challenge to achieve, so the 

opportunity is there to gain a level 1 qualification.  Health and Social Care will help 

students prepare for further and higher education including A-Levels and BTEC 

courses. The Sixth Form BTec qualification is also graded Pass, Merit, Distinction 

and Distinction*.   

Course Content    

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel BTEC 

► 30 % Unit 1 Coursework   

► 30 % Unit 2 Coursework  

► 40 % Unit 3 External Examination Paper 3 (2-hour unseen case study)     

It is a 2 Year course consisting of 2 portfolios of coursework and one external 

examination.   

In Year 10: Students will complete Unit 1 – Human Lifespan and Development; also 

Unit 2A, Health & Social Care services.   

In Year 11: Students will study Unit 2B, Care Values and Barriers to Care. Also, 

students study Unit 3, Health and Well-Being examination in February, which has a 

re-sit opportunity at the end of Year 11.   

Further Studies and Career Progression   

Health and Social Care will offer a diverse range of careers in social services, health 

services, public services, elderly care homes and care work in the 

community.   Degrees in Health & Social Care, provide for roles as Social Workers, 

Midwives, Nurses, Youth Worker, Young Offender officers, Nursery and childcare 

roles.  



Music 

The Music department’s priority at Bourne End Academy is to provide students with 

the opportunity to discover an appreciation of music, through the delivery of an 

exciting and engaging programme of study.   

Course Content  

Exam Board: Edexcel Pearson BTEC Level 2 Award in Music 

Music students build on their experiences at KS3 developing skills in performance 

and composition. During the course there are strong links to the music industry and 

students learn about the difference job roles within the music industry and how they 

inter relate. Over the course students will gain the experience, knowledge and 

skills needed to work in the music industry and students gain an idea if the industry 

is one they may wish to work in.  

The students are assessed in the following areas  

► Unit 1 – The Music Industry – 25% written exam 

► Unit 2 - Creating a music product – 25% internally assessed coursework 

► Unit 4 - Music Composition - 25% internally assessed coursework 

► Unit 5 - Music Performance - 25% internally assessed coursework 

Enrichment Activities  

All students are encouraged to have a positive disciplined approach to learning 

about music.  The school has an active instrumental lessons programme where 

students can access tuition. There is also a selection of music clubs to attend 

including vocal groups, music technology club, rock band and keyboard club.   

We run a full programme of Performing Arts events and activities at BEA. During 

the Autumn Term we stage a major production and in the past few years this 

has included Grease, Fame, High School Musical and Romeo and Juliet. In addition 

we run a number of performance showcases throughout the year in the autumn, 

spring and summer terms. There are also regular theatre trips to The West End to see 

musicals and other performances.   

Further Studies and Career Progression  

 The study of music can be helpful for many careers such as work in Theatre, solo 

and group performance, composition, Music production, and sound engineering. 

Music also provides a fantastic balance to other subjects which is very attractive to 

employers. Students have gone on to study Law, accountancy and marketing.  



Physical Education 

Physical education (PE) develops students’ competence and confidence to take part in 

a range of physical activities that become a central part of their lives, both in and out 

of school. 

Course Content   

Exam Board: Pearson BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport 

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Sport is taught over 120 guided 

learning hours (GLH). It has core and optional specialist units. Learners must 

complete the two core units, and a choice of optional units to reach a total of 120 

GLH. This BTEC First Award has units that your centre assesses (internal) and a unit 

that Pearson sets and marks (external). 

Assessment method:  

1 Fitness for Sport and Exercise 

2 Practical Sports Performance Internal 

3 Training for Personal Fitness 

4 The Sports Performer in Action 

► Students produce three pieces of coursework worth 25% each. 

► One external examination is taken in summer term of Year 10 worth 25%. 

The course has been developed to: 

► Encourage personal development through practical participation and 

performance in a range of sports and exercise activities 

► Give learners a wider understanding and appreciation of health-related 

fitness, sports and exercise through a selection of optional specialist units 

► Encourage learners to develop their people, communication, planning and 

team-working skills by having the opportunity to select from optional units 

available in the qualification structure 

► Provide education and training for sport, leisure and recreation employees 

► Give opportunities for sport, leisure and recreation employees to achieve a 

nationally recognised level 1 or level 2 vocationally-specific qualification 

► Give full-time learners the opportunity to progress to other vocational 

qualifications, such as the Pearson BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Sport or Sport 

and Exercise Sciences, or on to GCE AS or A level, and, in due course, to enter 

employment in the sport and active leisure sector 



Performing Arts - Dance 

There is a ‘Dance for All’ policy at Bourne End Academy, with all students having 

the opportunity to take part in regular lessons as well as extra-curricular clubs. 

 In addition to this, transferable skills are also developed and can be adapted in and 

outside of school. As a department we offer students the experience of performing set 

material as well as choreographing their own phrases in a variety of styles as well as 

using professional works as stimuli. 

Course content   

Exam Board: Pearson BTEC Level 2 in Performing 

Arts (Dance)  

With a BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts, your students are able to explore, 

challenge and realise their potential. During the course, students can see whether the 

industry is one they want to be in, where they could go, and gain the knowledge and 

skills they need to succeed in their next steps. After completing the course, your 

students can continue on to further vocational and academic study at Level 3, as well 

as apprenticeships and traineeships. What’s more, the transferable skills your 

students master during their studies such as self-reflection, communication, 

teamwork, and problem solving will also support their progress in the present and 

future.   

The students are assessed in three areas  

► Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts (Internal)   

► Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing 

Arts (Internal)   

► Component 3: Performing to a brief (External)   

Enrichment Activities  

The extensive extra-curricular programme is inclusive and aspires to celebrate the 

community we serve. Opportunities include:   

► UK Rock Challenge  

► One More Time – Showcasing Dance Talent in Bucks  

► Guest Workshops (including Layton Williams, Jasmin Vardimon Company)  

► Trips & Visits to see current work in London and surrounding areas  

► Move It! – Dance Exhibition, promoting career aspirations  

► Performance Opportunities   

  



Performing Arts – Drama 

Course content  

Exam Board: Pearson BTEC Level 2 in Performing Arts  

With a BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts students are able to explore, 

challenge and realise their potential. During the course, students can see whether 

the Performing Arts industry is one they want to be in, where they could go, and 

gain the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in their next steps. After 

completing the course students can continue on to further vocational and academic 

study at Level 3, as well as apprenticeships and traineeships. What’s more, 

the transferable skills your students master during their studies such as self-

reflection, communication, teamwork, and problem solving will also support their 

progress in the present and future.   

The students are assessed in three areas  

Two component are internally assessed through classwork and performances. The 

third unit is an externally assessed at the end of Year 11.   

► Exploring the Performing Arts (30% internally assessed)  

► Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts (30% internally 

assessed)  

► Performing to a brief (40% external)  

Enrichment Activities  

 We run a full programme of events and activities in Drama at BEA. During the 

Autumn Term we stage a major production and in the past few years these have 

included Grease, Fame, Romeo and Juliet and The Revengers. There are regular 

theatre trips to London, Wycombe and Oxford and in the past year these have 

included The Woman in Black, Fame, The Lovely Bones, The Seagull and The 

Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time. We use a number of Theatre 

Companies that run workshops with the students and these have recently 

included the award winning “PunchDrunk” Theatre Company  

Further Studies and Career Progression  

We try to put careers at the heart of what we do and encourage students to look at 

opportunities beyond the traditional roles of Actor and Director. The Creative Arts 

industries are major employers in the local region and we try to work with local 

companies to give our students a clear understanding of the opportunities that are 

available to them.  



Religious Studies 

In GCSE Religious Studies, students will be challenged with questions about belief, 

values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them to develop their own attitudes 

towards religious and moral issues 

Course Content  

Exam Board: AQA, 100% examination based  

Students will attain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the 

basis of our culture. They will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the 

ability to work with abstract ideas, leadership and research skills. All these skills will 

help prepare them for further study and future employment.  

Active teaching and learning methods are used in the GCSE lessons. For example, 

whole class debates on thought provoking topics such as, the Problem of evil and the 

existence of God.  

There are two formal examinations:  

► Paper 1: Christian and Muslim beliefs and practices 90 minute exam (50%)  

 Religion and life 

 Religion, peace and conflict 

 Religion, crime and punishment 

 The existence of God and revelation 

► Paper 2: Thematic studies 90 minute exam (50%)  

 Beliefs and teachings 

 Practices 

Further Studies and Career Progression   

A qualification in Religious Studies can be very helpful in future career 

opportunities. Some examples are:  

► Lecturer/teacher  

► Writing, editing and publishing  

► Clergy  

► Research  

► Museum curator  

  

  

  



 

Spanish 

The course will make sure your Spanish skills are built on and refined. You will study up-to-

date topics that will enable you to understand Spanish culture at a specialist level and bring a 

European and worldly dimension to your education in order to prepare you for the world of 

work of tomorrow where you will have to export your skills abroad in order to be successful.    

Course content 

Exam Board: AQA Spanish 

There is a Higher Tier and Foundation Tier in all of the papers and you will be entered for the correct 

tier to suit your ability; final decision made in Year 11. 

Paper 1: Listening and Understanding in Spanish: Exam - 25%  

Students are assessed on their understanding of standard spoken Spanish by one or more 

speakers in a range of public and social settings. Students will respond to multiple-response 

and short-answer open response questions based on a recording. 

Paper 2: Speaking in Spanish - internally conducted and externally assessed - 25%  

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate and interact effectively through speaking 

in Spanish for different purposes and in different settings. 

Paper 3: Reading and Understanding in Spanish: Exam - 25% Students are assessed on their 

understanding of written Spanish across a range of different types of texts, including 

advertisements, emails, letters, articles and literary texts.  

Paper 4: Writing in Spanish: Exam - 25% of the total qualification  

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes and topics. Students are 

assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through writing in Spanish for different 

purposes and audiences.  

Further Studies and Career Progression   

In today’s world, learning a foreign language is seen not only as a highly desirable skill but an 

essential one: today’s employers are anywhere in the world and need people with combined 

language skills. This is why the government has decided to ensure that a Language has to be 

studied at KS4 in the new EBACC.  Some universities will only accept students with a good 

pass at GCSE (5 or higher). Members of the workforce who can speak a foreign language are 

more highly paid and are in great demand all around the world.  



Year 10 options for 2020-2022 

Preference Sheet 

Your final options subjects will be confirmed in June. You will complete this sheet with 

your tutor and submit your preferences when you have demonstrated you are ready for 

GCSE. 

Once your GCSE preferences have been submitted a confirmation letter will be sent for 

parents/carers to sign. 

 

Name of Student …………………………………………….  Tutor ………………………… 

All students in KS4 will study the following core examination courses:  

 English/English literature  

 Mathematics  

 Combined/triple science  

 History or Geography 

Students will also choose 2 further options by ticking one subject in each block.  

Option A Option B Option C 

Class Tick Class Tick Class Tick 

Geography  History  Geography  

History  Spanish  History  

Spanish  Music BTEC  Food  

Dance BTEC  Food  Construction  

Art  Business Studies  Art  

Business Studies  Sport BTEC  Drama BTEC  

Business BTEC  

Health and Social 

Care  Sport BTEC  

Religious 

Studies  Graphical design    

Tutor signature  

Student 

signature 
 

 





 

 

 


